BS3 - "Paradise Lost"

Tota Scriptura: All of Scripture for All of Life

Total Devotion '11 - '12

Hey TD'ers! I ask you to PLEASE work on and chew on this study in God's Word. 20 minutes a day.  That's all I ask for.  The result will be a better and richer small group time, which will help continue to grow the quality of what we do here in TD.  I thank you in advance! Much thanks to Eunice for her contributions to the last section! - Arthur


We had it all!  We had paradise in every sense of the term.  And it's gone.  All gone.  What we have now are ruins - vestiges of what once was and what could have been.  In this study, we will explore what went wrong and how that is affecting us today.  Only when we appreciate where we've come FROM can we then appreciate what we are saved TO … on the wings of Christ, who came save … the lost.
1. As we continue retracing our story right to the beginning of where our story began, read through and annotate Gen. 2:15 - 3:24, noting important points and jotting down questions that arise that you can discuss in your small group.

The Unraveling of Humanity


As you read in Genesis 1:26-30, God was overwhelmingly generous to us (that's His character!) in giving us nearly absolute freedom: the freedom to name, to rule and lovingly subdue, to play, to direct, to enjoy unparalleled fellowship with God, each other, and with the physical earth.  We were given the right to eat from any tree on the planet, with the exception of God's own tree.  They were all ours for the enjoying, as a display of the way God would beneficently and extravagantly deal with us in the ages to come.

2. Use your imagination and dream a little. What other ways do you think God may have shown His generosity and grace to us in the ensuing generations after Adam and Eve?  What other creative ways do you think He may have blessed us?  What other emerging opportunities do you think God would have lavished upon us?

Satan's tactic is to always confuse the clear meaning and clear commands of Scripture.  He also seeks to create immediate desires within us that we long to fulfill, and then proposes an easier, more immediate way to satisfy those desires than what God proposes. 
3. Look up the following situations and try to describe some of the specific tactics Satan uses to attempt to confuse the understanding of God's Word:

a. Gen. 3:1-7
b. Matt. 4:1-11        
4. Are there times in your life where you have bought into some of these lies, tactics, or traps, either knowingly or unknowingly?  Where you 1) knew what Scripture says, but found ways to distort it, so as to make it seem ambiguous; or 2) where you didn't seek Scripture diligently enough to find out what it says about a subject?


We just discussed some of the methods Satan uses to goad us to sin against our God - the "how" of his ways.  Let's now consider the real reasons we sin against Him - the "why" of our ways.
5. Why exactly do you think it is we stole from God's tree, the only tree that was beyond us, when he had given us every other tree?  What desire was created within us?  What were we really after?

Our problem in the garden wasn't so much in us wanting to be LIKE God, but actually wanting to BE God, at least in our own lives.  It's not really any different today, for every time we sin, that is exactly what we are trying to do.  We want the absolute divine freedom of God to do whatever we want, whenever we want, however we want, wherever we want, to whomever we want.  Only God has that kind of freedom, because only God is completely independent, having aseity, the power of being in and of Himself.

For those of us who are designed, created, and dependent on outside sources for life, true freedom is not doing whatever we want; true freedom is to be what we were made to be.  We were made to be God's image bearers.  That is what we are.  And we are least free - least ourselves - when we defy that image; we are most free, most ourselves, when we live by that image and reflect that image.
6. Give some examples of ways you see people trying to have freedom and express freedom, but who are actually living in bondage?
7. In what ways is this, or has this been, true of your life?  How have you been trying to obtain freedom?  What area of your life has been your biggest struggle in actually embracing and living out biblical freedom?

Read Galatians 5 is an important discussion on true freedom vs. faux freedom. Verse 1 says, "It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery." The Bible refers to Jesus as the new Adam, or the second Adam.  Arthur said in the message that we are Adam, and thus, when we see the way Adam responded to temptation to "regard equality with God a thing to be grasped," we see the way we respond.  In the second Adam, we see what the Holy Spirit is re-building us to become.  

8. Read Phil. 2:1-4.  How would you characterize the mindset and attitude of Jesus?  Does anything in particular strike you?  What area of your life needs this attitude most?

9. Go back to Matt. 4 and carefully examine how Jesus responded to Satan's use of Scripture temptation  


When you read that Christ's purpose in setting us free was for freedom, at least two questions are immediately invoked: Set free from what? and set free for what? The answer to those questions can be found in Gal. 5:13-24.  Read and note what we are being saved from and what we are being saved for.
10. Arthur said that the idea of sin has lost its meaning and impact in our culture.  Do you agree with that?  Why or why not?  Explain.

Unraveling the Myth of Moral Progressivism


Our age is an advanced one; after considering the medical and technological advancements of our time, it seems safe to say that we’re advancing in all areas, too. We now have the latest gadgets coming out of our ears, so we think we must also be advancing morally. Unlike the uncultured, unsophisticated, unintelligent savages of the past, we’re smarter, more efficient, and kinder. However, as Arthur pointed out to us, this is not true.  

11. Write down examples (from your own observations and study) of moral evil from our time. (Refer back to the TD message, if you cannot think of any examples.)  Include examples (from your own observations and study) of moral evil in our own community and personal lives.
12. After going through these examples, consider Jesus’ perspective as recorded in Mark 7:20-22. What is He saying here?  If the Lord will ultimately judge us by what's inside of us (our thoughts, meditations, intentions, desires, etc.) rather than our external actions, how ought that change the way we approach and live life?  What are the implications? 

There is another particular area of our lives and culture that is definitely not improving - sexual identity and behavior.  Almost 50% of marriages fail, and most of them involve children.  Many of you personally know the effects of this moral failure.  About one million girls are trafficked in the sex industry to fulfill the sick titillations of lust-filled men.  Young dating couples go against God's design for marriage and regularly co-habitate.  College students regularly hook-up and engage in fornication … for kicks.  Additionally, men and women have lost the sense of God's calling for the genders.  This is painfully unfortunate.  God designed sexuality to feature His creativity through the strength of men and the beauty of women.  Sadly, this design has been shattered.
13. In Gen. 3:16, God reveals the relational tension that was forged between man and woman as a result of The Fall.  Do some research on the last line in this verse and discuss how you see this reality played out in life.
14.  Let’s enter back into the cool shade of the Garden of Eden, before sin polluted its purity. Read through Genesis 2:20-25. What is God’s design for your gender group based on this passage? Do you have any issues with it? Are you able to see the beauty in this design? Discuss the unique responsibilities you have as a man or woman.  Discuss the unique responsibilities you have as a man or woman.
Coram Deo

We've spent a lot of time during this study concentrating on the negative - the ugliness of our sin, the consequences of that ugliness, what we've lost, the despair of society.  Why?  Let me ask you, if you don't know how profoundly sinful you really are, can you really appreciate how much Jesus has done for you?  God takes your sin incredibly seriously because He takes you incredibly seriously; so seriously, in fact, that He was willing to become like you in order to rescue you from the wreck you've made of your life … and to give you His beautiful and God-pleasing life in exchange.  That's what Christmas is about.  It's not about God pointing at us.  It's about God drawing near to us.  

15. Offer up real heartfelt praise and thanksgiving to Him for such a great salvation!
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